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Design System

Term Definition

Recently, the words “design system” has become very popular across multiple design 
company. The definition can be very different depending on people and companies

According to the book Design Systems done by Smashing magazine, design system 
mean a set of connected patterns and shared practices, coherently organized to serve 
the purposes of a digital product.

-
Design Systems (Smashing eBooks), Alla Kholmatova, https://www.amazon.ca/Design-Systems-Smashing-eBooks-Kholmatova-ebook/dp/B076H49W1G
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Design System

According Brad Frost, a design system is 
constitute of Atoms, Molecules, Organisms, 
Templates, Pages

-
Atomic Design by Brad Frost, http://atomicdesign.bradfrost.com/
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Design System

Atoms

This screen of Instagram’s UI consists 
of a handful of icons, some text-level 
elements, and two image types: the 
primary image and the user’s avatar 
image.

-
Atomic Design by Brad Frost, http://atomicdesign.bradfrost.com/
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Design System

Molecules

Several icons form simple utilitarian 
components like the bottom navigation 
bar and the photo actions bar where 
users can like or comment on a photo. 
Also, simple combinations of text 
and/or images form relatively simple 
components.

-
Atomic Design by Brad Frost, http://atomicdesign.bradfrost.com/
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Design System

Organisms

Here we can see the photo organism 
take shape, which consists of the user’s 
information, time stamp, the photo 
itself, actions around that photo, and 
information about the photo including 
like count and caption. 

-
Atomic Design by Brad Frost, http://atomicdesign.bradfrost.com/
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Design System

Organisms

This organism becomes the cornerstone 
of the entire Instagram experience as it 
is stacked repeatedly in a never-ending 
stream of user-generated photos.

-
Atomic Design by Brad Frost, http://atomicdesign.bradfrost.com/
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Design System

Templates

We get to see our components come 
together in the context of a layout. Also, 
it’s here where we see the exposed 
content skeleton of the Instagram 
experience, highlighting dynamic content 
such as the user’s handle, avatar, photo, 
like count, and caption.

-
Atomic Design by Brad Frost, http://atomicdesign.bradfrost.com/
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Design System

Pages

And finally we see the final product, 
complete with real content poured into 
it, which helps ensure the underlying 
design system comes together to form a 
beautiful and functional UI.

-
Atomic Design by Brad Frost, http://atomicdesign.bradfrost.com/
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Design System

Take Away

Interfaces are built on combinations of smaller components
Reduces repetitive tasks
Ensures consistency across project(s)
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Examples
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Design System

-
Design Systems (Smashing eBooks), Alla Kholmatova, https://www.amazon.ca/Design-Systems-Smashing-eBooks-Kholmatova-ebook/dp/
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Design System
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Design System
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Design System
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